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Swannington Heritage Trust own the Califat Spinney, which is the site of the Califat Coal Mine
(1855-1873). The Trust’s partner, Leicestershire Industrial History Society, began an excavation of
the Califat engine house in 2006. On the 8th March 2016 a small sub-team moved to the miners
cottages. The two cottages were built in the 1850s when the mine opened and demolished in 1958
after an environmental health report (see Demolition of Califat Cottages).
About 75-80% of one cottage is on Trust land, the remainder belong to a neighbour.

Searching For The Cottages - 2016

Photo 8th March 2016

The site of the cottages was covered by a mass of brambles, hawthorns, ash and elder. Diggers
started cutting and removing the material in search of the cottages.
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Photo 8th March 2016

By the end of the morning a large area had been cleared and evidence of a brick wall and
window found.

Photo 15th June 2016

By June most of the front wall of the cottages had been exposed.
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Photo 31st July 2016

Photo 7th September 2016

As more than 50 years had gone by since the demolition of the cottages, some hefty hawthorns
had taken root. The Trust’s land management team cut down trees that were too large for the
LIHS diggers to tackle.
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Photo 13th December 2016

By the end of 2016 the east wall of the cottages had been exposed along with part of an external
pavement.
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Finding More Walls - 2017

Photo 14th February 2017

The front porch was revealed.
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Photo 14th March 2017

What appears to be a rear doorway leading to a rear pavement.

Photo 11th April 2017

A sketch of the outline of the cottages based on the map and the excavation. Privy and second
cottage on left. Angled line is Trust boundary cutting through a room. Main room of Trust
cottage to right of the porch.
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Photo 13th June 2017

Many tasks needed two people such as carefully removing the roots in the right hand corner of
the main room, without disturbing the wall.
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Photo 13th June 2017

There are always bricks to be taken to the brick stacks.
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Photo 11th July 2017

Synchronised sawing through tree roots emerging from the walls. Taking care not to damage
the walls.
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Photo 2nd August 2017

The Trust land management team carefully winched out the largest stumps with a tirfor.
Avoiding damaging the walls made the task more difficult.
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Photo 25th August 2017 by Bill Pemberton from a step ladder on Trust boundary

The outline of the main room can be seen, the front porch is on the right. Excavated material is
stored on the black fabric at the top of the picture.
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Photo 25th August 2017 by Bill Pemberton from a step ladder on Trust boundary

The front porch leads into a small hall, possibly with a flight of stairs in front of the porch.
From the porch occupants would turn right into the main room.
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Photo 14th November 2017

Careful painstaking excavation gradually revealed the cottage floor.
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Uncovering Floors - 2018

Photo 9th January 2018

Pieces of a fire surround were found in the centre of the east wall.
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Photo 8th May 2018

Some sessions were in glorious sun and t-shirts and sun glasses were appropriate for sorting
through the debris for finds.
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Photo 12th June 2018

Session by session more of the floor was uncovered. The step from the hall into the main room
is clearly visible.



Califat Coal Mine, St George’s Hill, Swannington
Excavation of the miners’ cottages

Page 17 of 30
V2 - April 2020

Photo 12th June 2018

As the excavation progressed the piles of soil, broken bricks, tiles and slates got bigger and
bigger. Likewise the stacks of whole bricks that can be used for consolidation of the cottage
walls.
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Photo14th August 2018

Several buckets were required for sorting bits of cement, tiles, slates etc.
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Photo11th September 2018

Sieving buckets of excavated material looking for finds that will help explain the cottages and
the life of the people who lived there. Diggers travel long distances (30 and 80 miles for the
regular diggers at the cottages) to sieve material in the cold and rain - true dedication.
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Photo13th November 2018

The black soot coated bricks of the fireplace in the centre of the cottages.
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Exploring The Features - 2019

Photo12th February 2019

A rectangle surrounded by brick walls behind the fireplace.
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Photo 14th February 2019 by Larry South in association with Bill Pemberton

Drone photo shows the front porch, main room to right and second room to left of porch.
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Photo 14th February 2019 by Larry South in association with Bill Pemberton

Drone photo shows the front porch, main room to right, fireplace next to step down into main
room, brick wall edged rectangle behind fireplace and second room to left of porch.
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Photo14th May 2019

A collapsed section of wall in the corner of the main room. Is this a piece of downstairs wall
virtually in situ? Or is it a piece of the upstairs wall that just happened to land there when the
demolition took place?
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Photo9th July 2019

An upside down section of roof with all the tiles neatly in place.
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Photo10th September 2019

Could this be a pantry at the rear of the cottage in line with the front porch and behind the stairs?
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Photo10th September 2019

Unveiling the floor in the second room. Fence posts were hammered into the floor to show the
boundary before the Trust bought the Califat Spinney in 1993.
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Photo13th November 2019

After two and a half years the cottages area is completely unrecognisable from the jungle of
brambles at the start.
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Photo10th December 2019

Each winter the cottages are covered with weed control fabric to protect the site from frost
damage.
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Finishing touches - 2020

Photo 11th February 2020

Exploring the rear pavement.
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